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Tuesday, 1 October 2024  
 
The NSW Faith Affairs Council met  today . In light of recent events , the NSW Faith Affairs Council  
have released  the following  statement : 

 
As people of faith, we recognise that our common humanity makes us one family, and we 
embrace each other as brothers and sisters. 
 
We acknowledge the pain many in our community are feeling due to events in the Middle East.   
 
We implore those who are grieving to find solace in the compassion and understanding of others, 
and to refrain from any words or acts which promote hate and resentment or incite violence.  
 
Our state has shown great resilience throughout these times of conflict, but our social cohesion 
is something we cannot take for granted.  
 
As community and faith leaders we are committed to working within our various congregations 
and communities to promote peace, harmony and understanding in NSW and to stand together 
as fellow Australians.  
 

The  following  members  we re  in a t tendance  and endorsed the  s ta tement : 
 

• Right  Reve rend Dr Michae l S tead, Ang lican Church, Diocese  of Sydney 
• Mr Gawaine  Powe ll Davies , Chair, Buddhis t  Council of NSW  
• Imam Shadi Alsule iman, Pres ident , Aus t ra lian Nat ional Imams Council  
• Dr Ali Al Samail, Res ident  Scholar (She ikh), Aus t ra lian Ahl Al Bait  Is lamic Cent re   
• Mr Surinde r Kumar Ja in, Vice  Pres ident , Hindu Council of Aus t ra lia   
• Ms Monica  Doumit , Director of Public  Affa irs  and Engagement , Catholic  Archdiocese  of 

Sydney  
• David Oss ip, Pres ident , NSW Jewish Board of Deput ie s   
• Rev. Dr S teve  Bart le t t , Director of Minis t rie s , Bapt is t  Churches  of NSW & ACT  
• Rev. Dr Manas  Ghosh, Minis te r in the  Unit ing  Church Unit ing  Church in Aus tra lia  Synod of 

NSW & ACT  
• Rev. Dr Kamal Wee rakoon, Minis te r, Presbyte rian Church of Aus t ra lia   
• Mr Darshan S ingh Gill, Pa t ron, Aus t ra lian S ikh Associa t ion (ASA) (Gurdwara  Sahib Glenwood)  
• Very Rev. Fr Chris tophoros  Krike lis , Chance llor, Greek Orthodox Archdiocese  of Aus t ra lia   
• Mr Darren Bark, Co-Chair, Be t te r Ba lanced Futures  (Faith NSW)  
• Mr Murray Norman, CEO, Be t te r Balanced Futures  (Faith NSW)  
• Reverend Heathe r Joyce  Topp, Senior Chapla in and Inte rfa ith Minis te r, Buddhis t  Council of 

NSW  
• Reverend William Crews  AM, Superintendent  Minis te r, Ashfie ld Parish Miss ion  

S t a t e me nt  
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• Ms Kathe rine  Xavie r, Inte rfa ith Commiss ion Member, Catholic  Diocese  of Parramat ta   
• Ms Monica  Chahoud, Melkite  Charitable  Foundat ion Pres ident , Me lkite  Catholic  Eparchy of 

Aus t ra lia , New Zealand and a ll Oceania   
• Pas te r Ken Fische r, on behalf of Rev. Ralph Es the rby, Nat ional Director/CEO for Chapla incy 

Aus tra lia , Aus t ra lian Chris t ian Churches   
 

 
MEDIA: Jonathan Symons | Minister Kamper | 0407 488 158  


